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employing an agent to proceed immediately to Britain, there to solicit 
the Company's Grant, as fully, speedily, and effectually as the nature 
of the Business will admit. 

It is resolved that W m Lee, Esq., the Treasurer, has presented his 
Account to the Company which is admitted. 

It is resolved that W m Lee Esq., be continued Treasurer to this 
Company. 

It is resolved that the Treasurer pay the Expence of this meeting. 

Test, William Lee, Secretary. 

London, May 30, 1769.' 
Sir, 

Above is a Copy of the Articles etc. of the Mississippi Co. which cost 
11/ and 4/6 for the postage of your sundrie letters added to £13-11, 
your quota to the Mississippi Co. makes £14-6-6, for which Sum I have 
this day drawn on you at two days sight payable to Dr. Arthur Lee which 
I hope will meet with due honor. The temper of the present Ministry 
being much against America, it is tho't advisable to let the petition lay 
undetermined on, before the Board of Trade where it now is, in hopes 
a change of men (as is commonly the case), will bring also a change of 
measures. With regard to your Br. Robert's affairs in Virginia I am 
too little acquainted therewith to give you any authentic account thereof, 
but you may be much better informed by writing to M r . John Ballantine 
Junr. mercht. on Nomony, Potomac, Virginia, or to M r . David Boyd, 
Atty. at Law, Northumberland County, Virginia, either of these Gent, 
can give you a full acct. of his affairs. Capt. Gordon administered 
upon his estate and I believe has sold all the moveable estate, the lands 
were your Property and I don't see what occasion you had to sell them, 
but I suppose they were sold for your benefit. I wish it was in my power 
to give you more full information. 

I am Yr most Hble Servt. 

William Lee. 

2. A Projected Settlement of English-speaking Catholics from Mary- 
land in Spanish Louisiana, 1767, 1768. 
The three documents printed below 1 form part of a correspond- 
ence relating to a proposed settlement in Spanish Louisiana by Mary- 
land Catholics. Research in the Archivo de Indias has failed to 

• It does not appear to whom this letter was written. Its significance lies in 
its reference to the postponement due to the feeling of the ministry. For Lord 
Hillsborough's attitude, see the report of the Board of Trade in N. Y. Col. Docs., 
VII. 19. 

1 All copied from originals in the Archivo General de Indias, Seville, Audi- 
encia de Santo Domingo : Luisiana y Florida, Correspondencia Oficial con 
los Gobernadores, aflos 1751 a 1768, estante 86, cajon 6, legajo 6. The copies 
form part of a collection made for Mr. Louis Houck, of Cape Girardeau, Missouri, 
■who has allowed use to be made of them here. The two English letters were 
evidently copied for Ulloa by a copyist unacquainted with English, and hence 
were poorly done. Mr. Houck's transcripts were carefully re-collated in Seville, 
thus proving that the original copies were faulty. Some of the most obvious 
errors have been corrected without comment, while in other cases the editorial 
■bracket has been employed. 
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locate the other letters touching this matter (Jerningham's of May 
2, 1767, and the reply of July 31) that are mentioned in the docu- 
ments here presented, or to discover any other additional material 
regarding it. 

The attempt to found a Catholic colony from Maryland in the 
midst of the French and Catholic colonists was never carried out. 
It was no new idea. Already in 1752, Charles Carroll had gone to 
France on a fruitless mission, to petition for a grant of land on the 
Arkansas River, in order that the oppressed Catholics of Maryland 
might settle there and have freer scope for the practice of their 
religion. After 1755, some of the Acadians who had been deported 
from their own country to Maryland found their way to Louisiana, 
where they were given lands, and where they received a hearty wel- 
come from the French population. According to the letters pre- 
sented here, bands of Acadians must have gone to Louisiana in 1766 
or 1767. Their reception by the Catholic government may have 
inspired Jerningham's attempt. At any rate tentative efforts were 
made for the founding of a settlement by Catholics from Maryland, 
as outlined partially in Jerningham's two letters and the letter of 
Governor Antonio de Ulloa, the two former being enclosed by the 
latter to his home government. 

But the time had gone by for such a colony. Had Carroll's 
negotiations in 1752 met with favor in France, doubtless many of the 
Catholics of Maryland would have sought an asylum under a 
Catholic government. Double taxes, and the various other oppres- 
sions, both economic and religious, and the intolerant spirit of the 
Protestant government, might easily have driven off some of the 
best families of the colony, and much wealth. After the treaty of 
1763, however, conditions had almost insensibly been improving. 
There was a more tolerant spirit. Catholic worship was more freely 
permitted. There was less talk of persecution. Consequently, there 
was not the same reason for migration as before. The very tone 
of Jerningham's letters is indicative of the fact that the Catholics 
would migrate only if their conditions were met by the Spanish 
authorities. This in itself points to a larger tolerance of their 
worship in Maryland. The same independence would not have been 
expressed fifteen years earlier. The agitation was no longer prin- 
cipally on religious but on economic grounds. 

The presence in Louisiana of a body of colonists, although 
Catholic, from the near-by English colonies, who expressed them- 
selves so distinctly and independently, would later not have tended 
to ensure the Spanish authorities, who were so soon to be seized by 
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a veritable hysteria against all Americans. It is more than likely 
that most of those who might have migrated and their descendants 
would have favored, if they had not joined in, the movement that 
was inaugurated from above for the opening of the Mississippi ; and 
with effect, for the families who proposed to migrate were for the 
most part industrious tradesmen and owners of property. The end 
of Louisiana must have been the same. There might have been a 
greater English-speaking Catholic body in certain districts. Other- 
wise, the course of history would have remained unchanged. The 
economic aspects would continually have assumed greater proportion 
at the expense of the purely religious, among a people independent 
by nature and training ; and this would in time have dominated and 
controlled the political. 

The attempt is more interesting, however, from its mere historic 
aspect than from the speculative side. It is illustrative of one phase 
of life in the colonies, Spanish as well as English. It shows also 
the tendency toward a break-down of the artificial barriers between 
the Latin and Anglo-Saxon centres in America. That the attempt 
failed was perhaps a gain to the American revolution against Eng- 
land that broke out eight years later. 

For notices of the Catholics of Maryland during the period from 
about 1750 to 1 77 1, see the Maryland Gazette; the correspondence 
of Governor Sharpe (1753-1771) in volumes VI., IX., and XI. of 
Archives of Maryland, published by the Maryland Historical 
Society ; and J. G. Shea, The Catholic Church in the United States 
(New York, 1886-1892), volumes I. and II. In the archives of 
Georgetown University (no. 43, envelope 10) is a manuscript volume 
on the state of the Catholics in Maryland, in which is a petition 
(April 10, 1756) of the Maryland Catholics to the provincial Assem- 
bly, praying that no double or increased tax be laid on Catholics. See 
also the document on page 819 of volume XV. of this journal, where 
mention is made in 1784 of the prospect that, independence and 
tolerance being now assured, Catholics might extensively migrate 
from Maryland and the neighboring regions to those on the left bank 
of the Mississippi. 

Definite notices regarding Henry Jerningham are scant. An old 
family tree in the possession of Mrs. H. Q. Slye, of Washington, D. 
C, shows that Henry Jernegan (an old form of the name), M. D., 
" embarked for Maryland, in America July 22 ". Inquiries ad- 
dressed by the managing editor of this journal to Lord Stafford of 
Costessey Hall, the present head of the Jerningham family, and to 
Stafford Henry Jerningham, esq., of the same residence, and 
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pursued through the aid of Dr. Marcus W. Jernegan of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, elicited some information. Mr. Jerningham 
writes : " I have . . . carefully waded through six boxes of docu- 
ments in our Muniment Room here and I regret to say that I cannot 
come across anything which would throw a light on the matter. I 
see that this Henry Jerningham was the grandson of Sir Francis 
Jerningham, third baronet of Costessey. He died in the Province 
of Maryland on November 20, 1772, leaving two sons and five 
daughters." A pen-and-ink sketch of his family, sent over from 
Maryland by him, is preserved at Costessey. Several advertisements 
inserted in the Maryland Gazette make it evident that Jerningham 
had a private hospital in connection with his medical practice. The 
issues of February 10, March 20, and September 26, 1771, con- 
tain notices in regard to vaccination against smallpox, his prices for 
that service, and the number treated at his house. His original will 
is owned by Mrs. Jessie Thomson, of St. Louis, and copies of it are 
in the possession of Mrs. H. Q. Slye. It bears date November 19, 
1772, and was witnessed by Eleanor Lancaster, George Slye, and 
Ignatus Craycroft. In this document the names of his five daugh- 
ters are given as Frances Henrietta, Mary, Helloisa, Edwardinna, 
and Olivia; and those of his sons, Charles and Henry Tobias. A 
notice in the Maryland Gazette, September 9, 1773, signed by his 
wife Catherine and his daughter Frances, offers for sale the medical 
possessions left by Jerningham, various articles of furniture, etc. 
Jerningham appears to have been a man of considerable wealth and 
influence in his district. 

The family connections alluded to in the postscript to the first 
letter can be readily made out, and the claims made confirmed. One 
learns from Playfair, British Family Antiquity (London, 181 1), VI. 
184, 185, that Sir Francis Jerningham (1650-1730), third baronet, 
married Ann Blount, aunt of Mary Blount, duchess of Norfolk; 
that his second son was Sir George Jerningham, fifth baronet, whose 
elder son, afterward Sir William, was married in June, 1767, to the 
daughter of Viscount Dillon, while his younger son, Charles, became 
a general officer in the service of the King of France;. that Henry 
Jerningham, fourth son of Sir Francis, had five sons and three 
daughters; that the second of these sons, Henry, married and 
settled in America, had two sons and five daughters, and died in 
Maryland November 20, 1772; that the third son, Charles, became 
a general officer in the service of the Emperor and died at Vienna 
in 1802 at the age of 80 ; that the fifth son, Hugh, was a religious at 
Douay till 1793 when he died at Dover while returning to England 
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after the expulsion of the Franciscans from Douay; that the three 
daughters, Mary, Elizabeth, and Edwardina, were religious in the 
English Augustinian monastery at Bruges until 1794. The Jerning- 
ham and Dillon families, between whom marriage was not uncom- 
mon, were among the most famous of Catholic families in England 
and Ireland. Much of the correspondence of Frances Dillon (d. 
1825), wife of Sir William Jerningham, was published in the 
Jerningham Letters (London, 1896), edited by Egerton Castle. An 
old pamphlet is conserved among the Jerningham papers entitled 
Particulars illustrative of the Genealogy of Jerningham, or Jemegan, 
■compiled from the Antient Family and other Records. 

James Alexander Robertson. 

I. Dr. Henry Jerningham to Don Antonio de Ulloa. 2 

Maryland North America Mouth of Wicomico river 

st Marys County Novem 28 1767. 8 

Excellent Sir. 

I have inclosed to your Excellency a faithfull Copy of a letter dated 
New Orleans July 31, 1767. it having no nominal or manual signatur[e] 
Credit could not be given to it here ; besides it hints only at the questions 
pointed at. permit me to request an answer more explicit, grant me 
also the favor of your pardon, if I undertake to acquaint you, that a 
British subject is free, that he may emigrate Where he pleases, in time 
of peace, nothing Can Stop him but his Creditors, Should he have any. 
your Court and governors of his Catholic Majesty, need be under no 
aprehensions, of Kindling any Jealosy in the Breast of the British 
Ministry on that account, because a Clearance from the officer of the 
port where the adventurers Would ship themselves as migrators is not 
only a passport and permission, but a positive assent of his Britannic 
Majesty ratified by his officer affixing his seal to it. the Letter of the 
31 July says, lands are granted in property Without fee, or futur[e] 
taxation, it does not inform What is the lot of individuals, or What 
people of property, may purchase or What price. Was this certyfied 
With the other proposed of the 2d May many Who are the descendants 
of pure noble and ancient Blood Would Settle among you. Objection: 
unless we have his most Catholic Majestys royal assurance of Irish or 
English priests the Migrants could not comply With the dutys incumbent 
of a Roman Catholic, nor have any spiritual consolation at the hour of 
death, this the letter Says his Catholic Majesty shall be incessantly 
consulted on ; all that would enter to plant there familys among you 
could not have objection to taking the oath of allegiance to his Catholic 
Majesty, as their intention it Would be to become his subjects; in con- 
sequence, must conform to all the Laws and customs as every good 
Citizen Should doe Where he resides. None of the roman Catholics of 

'Antonio de Ulloa, the first Spanish governor of Louisiana, arrived in Louis- 
iana, March 5, 1766, and was expelled from the colony by the French citizens, 
November 1, 1768. See an account of his term of government in Gayarre, 
History of Louisiana, II. 

8 The original from which this transcript is made reads incorrectly, "1768". 
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this province have never betrothed there allegiance. Nor it never has 
been demanded of them by his Britannic Majesty, the fertility of your 
Soil and healt[h]iness of the Climate are well Known from history, and 
converse With those Who have travelled and resided there. We have 
seen many letters from the Acadians to their Countrymen, pressing them 
to speed themselves to partake of their gobd fortune in that fruitfull 
region, as they could not have been a Sufficient time in the Country, to 
render an account of it, and in general, but illiterate people not great 
confidence could be reposed in their relations; in many essential par- 
ticulars they are very much Wanting, first how they are served or the 
natives in the Country, With priest or Missionars; 4 New Orleans, we 
Know, does not Want them, are the seculars or What religious orders 
are among you. we Know, since his Catholic Majesty s late orders no 
Jesuits reside in his Extensive dominions, your Excellency, May be 
assured, there are hundreds of roman Catholic familys here, to whom 
the advantages granted to the Acadiens Who are gone among you Would 
be a great blessing to them; but men of property and fortunes must 
Know before they dispose of their estates here on What terms they 
can acquire an equivalent among you w ch is not to be attained to by any 
other method, we can devise, than by your Excellencys information, so 
as to leave no further doubts among Us. you can not Expect, on such a 
treaty, any person to appear authorised With a public Caracther because 
it relates solely to the roman Catholics, Who Can not represent or serve, 
in any office under the British government, secondly tho the constitu- 
tion does not impede his Subjects from migrating to any part of the 
globe Sound policy dictates to her as to all other nations, to encourage 
an encrease rather than decrease of their inhabitants. 

I am your Excellencys most humble and obedient Servant, 

Henry Jerningham, m Doctor and Eques Anglicanus. 

P. S. 

Your Subscribers father Was first Cousin of the present dutchess of 
Norfolk the 1st dutchess in Britain. 

I am related to many of the prime nobility, roman Catholic in 
England — 

My Eldest Brother died a Jesuit at Rome. 

My younger Brother Charles is now Lieutenant Colonel in Regi- 
men [t] de Stampech Cuirassiers pour le servise de son imp. Re 
d'hongrie. 

Hugo still younger a recollect at douay in french flanders. 

three Sisters ann Elizabeth and Edwardina now living all religious at 
the augustins' nuns at bruges, in the Austrians netherlands. 

My uncle Sir george Jerningham Knight and Baronet now Living, 
was in a public Caracther at the Court of Charles 12. King of Suede, 
his son lately marryed my lord dillons daughter and his youngest son is 
a lieutenant Colonel in the service of his C[h]ristian Majesty. 

I have a wife and seven Children. 

II. Jerningham to Ulloa. 

May it please your Excellency. 
Sir: 

If I presume to trouble you since my answer, to your 31 of July 
dated New Orleans 1767, it is to acquaint your Excellency that the 
4 That is, by members of any religious order. 
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bearer James Walker, is sent by his neighbours, to your Excellency to 
receive your information relating to the subject I have been Writing to 
you about in my letter of the 2d may 67, and nov. the same year, also in 
his own name, and that of his neighbours, begs your Excellencys permis- 
sion to travel in the Country, and assistance of passports necessary there- 
fore, that he may be able thereby to get information, and intelligence of 
the soil and Civil government in order at his return to satisfy his friends 
and neighbours, Who are desirous to settle among you. this same James 
Walker is a plebeyan and mechanic, his father and mother were Roman 
Catholics, and dyed in that faith, he was Christened in the same com- 
munion and has behaved as a good C[h]ristian, and moral man, Witn 
the Esteem of his neighbours, and those Who are acquainted With him ; 
he possess [es] lands in freehold here, nor has he any other Views or 
intentions in his Expedition, but to enable himself at his return to render 
agreeable accounts to his friends, relations, and neighbours, that may 
encourage them to undertake the same voyage With their familys. he 
proposes With your Excellencys permission to remain some months, 
under your governmant, to see the produce of the soil, at the different 
seasons, the manners and Customs of the people, their Way of living, 
and how the Laws are executed, Questions every reasonable and think- 
ing person Will be enquisitive about at his return. 

I am your Excellencys most obedient and humble servant. 

Henry Jerningham. m. D et eques Anglicanus. 

December 14th 1767. 

III. Ulloa to the Marquis of Grimaldi. 5 

Nuevo Orleans 11.de Febrero de 1768. 

Don Antonio de Ulloa. 

Noticias de los Catholicos de Mariland que quieren venirse a la 
Colonia. 

Numero 2. 

Excelentisitno Senor. 

Mux Senor mio: Los Catolicos de Marilanda aviendo recivido la 
respuesta anonima que les hize en 31 de Julio ultimo : de que remiti 
copia a Vuestra Excelencia an buelto a escribirme con los Acadianos 
recien llegados :* y por las copias de las dos cartas que he recivido de ellos 
y paso a Vuestra Excelencia se impondra ampliamente en los terminos 
en que lo hacen: siendo signa[da]s, de que las haga reconocer. 

Tambien vera Vuestra Excelencia que an embiado un sujeto de su 
confianza, de los mismos que pretenden venir a estableserse, para que se 
imponga en las circunstancias y seguridades que desean tener, como asi 

5 Minister of State. 

° " Have again written me through the recently arrived Acadians." From 
January i to May 13, 1765, about 650 Acadians arrived at New Orleans and were 
sent to form the settlements of Attakapas and Opelousas. In February, 1766, 
another band of 216 arrived in Louisiana and were authorized to settle along both 
sides of the Mississippi, from the German Coast as far as Baton Rouge, and even 
as high as Pointe Coupee. Acadians had, however, been sent to Maryland as 
early as 1755 and 1756, and it was through some of these who migrated to Louis- 
iana that Jerningham entered into communication with Ulloa. See Gayarre, His- 
tory of Louisiana, II. 122, 132 ; and J. T. Scharf, History of Maryland (Baltimore, 
1879), pp. 473-479. See also Professor Alcee Fortier's article on the Acadians of 
Louisiana in his Louisiana Studies (New Orleans, 1894), pp. 148-197. 
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mismo en la disposicion de las Tierras, y proporciones de ellas para 
venirlas a Poblar, abandonando alia sus poseciones y combeniencias que 
tienen. 

Como este asunto toma ya alguna formalidad : y para condesender en 
el reconocimiento del Pais que ha de hacer el Emisario se necesita alguna 
seguridad: he tornado Ynformes de los mismos Acadianos: quienes sin 
descrepancia me confirman quanto dice la carta: esplicando que estas 
familias catholicas son las que fueron espulsadas de Ynglaterra en los 
tiempos de los alborotos de aquel Reyno sobre- religion y en los posteri- 
ores a el: que conserbandose desde entonces en la Catholica en toda 
pureza, se hallan oprimidos y despreciados por el Dominio de los Protes- 
tantes: y que informados de lo bien recibido que ha sido los Acadianos, 
y de estar bien hallados : sean propuesto mudar de domicilio sacrificando 
por la livertad en el uso de Religion, y estimacion de sus personas, los 
vienes raises que poseen alii. 

Con esta seguridad he dispuesto que el Emisario Jacobo Walker pase 
con los mismos Acadianos hasta San Luis,' reconociendo las Poblaciones 
de los venidos en los dos anos pasados, y con particularidad el desaogo y 
descanso conque se hallan ya los del mes de Julio ultimo. 

He dispuesto tambien que desde San Luis los conduzga una Barca 
por el Rio Colorado 8 566 jornadas a dentro, hasta el Rio de Canas" para 
que vea la extension de tierras con sus buenas proporciones : y bolbiendo 
a salir al Misisipy, lo lleven por el Estero de Chafalalla 10 a los Opelusas, 
donde vera otra Poblacion bastante pingue de Acadianos, territorios bien 
extendidos y Prados donde se pierde la vista. Todo ello ba esplicado 
mas difusamente en las dos Ynstrucciones de que tambien remito copias 
a Vuestra Excelencia. 

En esta forma sera carta viva este sujeto en quien sus compatriotas 
han puesto la confianza, y tendre poco que escribir para responderles a la 
suya remitiendome a los infdrmes que el les hara. 

Puede Vuestra Excelencia considerar que por este medio, si les quadra 
el Pais, ba de repente a Poblarse la Colonia populosamente con una 
especie de gente enemiga y [ir]reconciliable a la Ynglesa, por el de- 
sprecio y persecution en que les han tenido; y que tanto quanto el Rey 
adquiera Vasallos se disminuie los de la Ynglaterra, persuadiendome a 
que sera un torrente de Pobladores el que acudira aqui en poco tiempo, 
si empiesan a benir dejando tanto bacio como el que aqui llenaren, en el 
Pais que abandonan : pues si Marilanda ofrece muchas mas de mil 
familias quantas seran las que daran las otras Provincias contiguas, al 
exemplo de las primeras: De lo que resultara de este reconocimiento 
avisare a Vuestra Excelencia en primera ocasion. 

Nada ay ya que hacer en esta matheria mas que dej arias venir, si se 
determinan a ello; pues si sucediere que llegue el sucesor que deseo, y 
he suplicado a Vuestra Excelencia, quedara impuesto en los parages y 

7 This, of course, is the trading post of St. Louis des Illinois, the modern St. 
Louis, which had been founded only a few years before. 

8 The Red River of Louisiana. 

"There is a Cane River on some of the old maps of Louisiana, in the old 
Opelousas district, but it flows southward into the Gulf of Mexico.' This is evi- 
dently the Spanish name of one of the rivers that unites with the Red River at 
some little distance from the Mississippi — perhaps the Black or Ouachita. 

10 The Atchafalaya Bayou, the most northern of the mouths of the Mississippi, 
which has at times threatened to divert the water from the main part of the river. 
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modo como deve colocarlos que sean utiles a S. M. y al acresentamiento 
de la Colonia, y en el de manejarse para lo subsesibo sobre el mismo 
asunto; sin que de ello se siga ninguna mala resulta con la Corte de 
Ynglaterra: Yo propio dejare escrito antes de ausentarme a aquellos 
Catholicos; afiansandoles en la confianza que devan tener con el sugeto 
que governare aqui; y les dare conducto para que me escriban a Espafia 
en caso de que lo necesiten. Esto digo a Vuestra Excelencia para que 
no tenga desconfianza de que se malogre lo adelantado estribando solo 
en que se sigan las sendas que quedan ya trilladas. 

Ofresco mi obediencia [a] las ordenes de Vuestra Excelencia con la 
mas rendida voluntad y ruego a Dios le guarde la vida muchos aflos que 
deseo. 

Nuebo Orleans y Febrero 11 de 1768. 
Excelentisimo Senor, 

Beso la Mano de Vuestra Excelencia 
su mas seguro y fido servidor, 

D. Antonio de Ulloa (rubric). 
[Addressed: "Excelentisimo Senor Marques de Grimaldi ".] 

5. Letters of William T. Barry, 1806-1810, 1829-1831. 

For the following letters and extracts from letters we are in- 
debted to Professor Isaac J. Cox. They are derived from, a book of 
copies of letters of William T. Barry, Postmaster-General under 
Jackson, 1829-1835, now in the possession of Mrs. Walton C. Hill, 
of Newport, Kentucky. The first two were addressed to his oldest 
brother, John Barry. The third is an autobiographical fragment in 
a letter ostensibly addressed to his infant son. The remainder were 
written to his daughter, Mrs. Susan Taylor of Newport, Kentucky. 

Barry was born in Virginia in 1785, was graduated from the 
College of William and Mary in 1807, represented Kentucky in the 
House of Representatives in 1810-1811 and in the Senate in 1815- 
1816, and held high judicial office in his state. When appointed 
Postmaster-General in March, 1829, he had lately been defeated as 
Jackson candidate for governor of Kentucky. It is familiar that he 
was the first Postmaster-General to be admitted to a seat in the 
Cabinet. Resigning in 1835 to become minister to Spain, after an 
unsuccessful administration of the Post-Ofnce Department, he died 
on his way to that country. His letters, mostly occupied with 
family matters, reveal an affectionate nature, expressing itself con- 
ventionally but warmly, an anxious desire to improve by self-educa- 
tion, and a mind of but ordinary capacity. The letters and extracts 
selected for publication, while they contain nothing of importance 
that is wholly new, cast an interesting light on two important poli- 
tical episodes. During the last part of his public service Barry felt 
considerably embittered against those who surrounded Jackson and, 



